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INTRODUCTION 

TO THfe 

KONDH GRAMMAK. 


Of airthe giftl which mankind have received from thei> 
benevolent Creator, the power of speech is the most useAil 
and the most vahiabbf it does abt only elevate man above the 
brute-creation, a| Otoiro Observes, Ac mihi quidem 
videntur homines, cUta multis rebus humiliores et indrmiorei 
sint, b^c re mniimo beiMtiis prsestare, quod loqni possunt/' but 
it is also most essential to his living. ** It is obvious then," says 
Doctor Blair, "that writing and discourse are ol^ects entitled 
to the highest attention." The first thing, therefore, that 
ought to be kept in view, when our object is to civilize a peo« 
p!c, barbarous, isolated, and unconnected with tbe rest of the 
human race, as the Kondtis arc, is tbe cultivation and improve- 
ment of their language: in proportion as this is done, tbe 
people will be civilized. 

Since the Kondhs have been known to the British function- 
aries resident in India,— -more particularly to those who have 
had to exercise a direct control over them, they have been con- 
sidered as objects of philanthropic contemplation : their savage 
rites, their rustic manners, and their simple mode of living 
have attracted the attention of many a philanthropist. After 
the cursory tour of the Hon'ble Mr, Bussell, Colonel fthen 
Captain) Campbell, C. B. was invested with eont^l over tfcm, 
in order to put an end to the most shocking rites of homan 
sacrifice and female infanticide. Shortly after this, Captain 
Mnepherson, with enlarged powers, succeeded him. It n 
to observe that, as the districts of Goomaure ind Sof^aanh, 
boring on the savage were then only )nst e^ed, 

neither m these iode&ti|^le fitn^maHet badtliiidto ^ 
hit the moral fmprovemeat of ^ Koitdbs* 

^ FortnnaMf ^ Kondhs, on the disomon of the Hac- 
phersonic agency, the adsUniittltioti of thdXofidh afatrs was 
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again entrusted to Colonel Campbell, C. B. It is to him that 
the succeeding generations of the Kondh population will be 
bound in grateful obligations, for it was he who first brought 
the object of fixing their language to the notice of the Madras 
Government. 

The labours of Captain J. P. Frye have already laid the 
foiiiidation by a series of publications ; but it is to be lamented 
that ill health compelled him to leave India, and that conse- 
quently his undertaking has been left in an imperfect state. 
A Grammar of the Kondh language has long been a desidera- 
tum, and would have been more welcomed by the public from 
his hands. 

Much need not be said of a work of this nature, since its 
utility will be manifest to those who are engaged in the ardu- 
ous duties of abolishing the rites of human sacrifice and female 
infanticide, and to whom the acquisition of this language is 
most essential. Very few have yet learnt the language, and 
consequently few arc able to judge of its antiquity, simplicity 
and fulness, in a philological point of view. It will be strange 
to observe that the language of the Kondh country, though 
bordering on the hill Zemindaries in the Ganjam district, does 
not bear the least resemblance to that of these near neigh- 
bours. Although Oriya may boast much of being derived 
from the copious, energetic and harmonious Sanscrit, it fulls 
short, when we compare it with the Kui language, with 
respect to regularity. There are some anomalies in the Oriya 
language, far exceeding*the boumls of our present undertaking 
to notice here— which do not exist in that of the Koudhs, 

I have always thought that this language is a corruption of, 
or the primitive Tclugu itself. In support of this opinion some 
arguments might be adduced, but as my object is to be as 
brief ns possible, I will be content to point out the similarity 
that exists between many of the Kui and Telugu words. To 
notice all the grammatical similarities of the two languages, 
would occupy more space than is intended for this introduction. 

The following is a comparative list of a few of the vocables 
of the two languages. 


Telugu, 

Kui language, 

Boudand Goom-lChinna Kimedy" 
sure dialect, i dialect. 

English 

^meaning. 

Alu 

K\i 

K\i 

a woman or 
a wife. 

Illu 

Iddu 

Illu 

a house. 

fru 

fru 

fru 

you. 

Kannu 

Kan 

Kan 

an eye. 

Mrinu 

MHiuu 

Mr&nu 

a tree. 
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Minu 

Mmu 

Minu 

a fish. 

Palu 

P^du 

Pilu 

obilk. 

Pallu 

Paddu 

Pallu 

a tooth. 

Tala 

Tlavu 

Tlavu 

the head. 

V^ru 

E'vdni 

EVaru 

they. 


Tlie idiom also of this languaife is the same ns that of the 
Telugu ; in a word, we may translate a Telugu passage into it, 
rendering word for word. 

The acquirement of the Kui language is not difficult ,* but it 
must at the same time be acknowledged that without having 
a previous knowledge of Telugu, or at least of Oriya, it cannot 
be mastered within a twelvemonth. 

It contains, of course, words sufficient to express the ideas 
which mankind have in the infant state of civili;satiuu ; but as 
it is now come under cultivation, it may, in the course of a 
few years, be made, by improvement, as copious as any of the 
known languages. 

That poetry is anterior to prose, is fully established by the 
existence of popular ballads and songs in this language. 

Tlie mode in which they perform their religious worship, and 
their propitiatory hymns addressed to their tutelary deities, are 
all in poetry. They have instrumental as well as vocal music; 
they sing their amatory ballads to small guitars of one or two 
strings, which they call d^kas in their own language. 

As this is the first attempt of this nature in this language, 

I crave the indulgenco of the learned for any blunders which 
may have escaped my notice, and for any dcticiencics which it 
was not in my power to supply. 

The Kui Lamjuaye. 

Part I. 

Like almost all the Indian languages, the Kui language is 
written from left to right. The Oriya alphabet, as adapted to 
his language, consists of thirty letters, eight of which are 
owels and the rest consonants ; they arc as follows : 

VoWKLS. 

TJ o Zl ^ Q i £^1 <J c (36 Q u u 
The Consonants arc divided into five classes. 


1 

Q ko 

€1 go 

9 ho 

no 


Gutturals. 

2 


Q do 

Q ro 

Q lo 

til yo 

Linguals. 

3 

Q cho 

©jo 


^ nyo 


Palatines. 

i 

0 to 

do 

Q lo 

V] so 

9 no 

Dentals. 

5 

a po 

9 bo 

9 VO 

fl mo 


Labials. 
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The usual arrangement observed by the oriental gramma- 
rians has been somewhat altered : that now exhibited follows 
the order of nature. A separate place has not been allotted 
to the miscellaneous or Avargya letters, they are all added to 
the different Vargas according to their origin. 

As the Sanscrit and Oriya languages do not contain the short 
forms of ^ e and (3 d, it is necessary that some modifications 
should be made in order to represent tlicm. 

The vowel 21 must he pronounced short in the beginning of 
a word when it is followed by the vowel Q or the consonant 
or any other combined consonant ; as 21IQ ai, Cj|9 aha, 
atta. In idl other situations this letter must be pronounced 
long ; as e|i€9' 

At the end of a word the letter is always pronounced 
short ; should we, however, require it to be long we must add 
another ; as QQl kadd, vendd. 

The same rule a])plie8 when this letter occurs in the middle 
of a word ; as QlT’JCfl kddnga, sidddte. 

The vowel <] is pronounced short when followed by a com- 
bined consonant ; as 0^^ me. When it stands uncombined 
with a consonant, and when it is the medial of a word, (whether 
a combined eousouaut follows it or not,) it is always pro- 
nounced long ; as r/«, ^ g sathnju. 

The vowel 'Q 0 is inherent in every one of the consonants. 

The connected or secondary forms of the other vowels are 
as follows : 


til 

becomes | 

HS Ql^i 

a play. 

Q 

„ 


silence. 


1 

M QUi 

n bolt. 

0 

M C 


a wet field. 

(3 

„ tl 


a cow. 



» Ml 

a vegetable. 




to refuse. 


Independently of the thirty letters given above, there are 
two others which, properly speaking, ought to be numbered* 
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among them, they are the Visar^a g pronounced like h, and the 
Ardhdnuswara (serai. cirele) * pronounced like n. When the 
Vimrga is followed by a vowel, it is changed into h ; as Q|8CI! 
tnpiay,<^\^ I play or will play. I do not know how I can 
represent the sound of the Ardhdnuswara better than by say- 
ing that it is pronounced like the in the Oriya word QIgQ 
why; as 1 nni or will be. 

There do not appear any other peculiarities worthy of notice 
in the orthography. 


Op Gender. 

With regard to gender this language follows the order of 
nature ; nouns that denote males are masculine, those that 
denote females are feminine, and tlie rest arc neuter. 

Op Ni mheh. 

Every noun in its original state is of the singular number. 

To form the plural from the singular, the following rules 
must be observed. 

1st. — All masculines ending in form their plural by the 
change of that syllable into | ; as a young man, makes 

I ; king, makes QCS'ai. 

Excep . — Sliould the alfi.v however, bo added to the 

relative participles, the plural is formed by changing it into 
as?^!:!, the man that knows, makes tlio 

man that came, makes 

2nd. — Nouns meaning relationship form tlieir plural by add- 
ing as 9I9( an elder brother, makes If these 

noiuis end in the plural is formed uceordiug to the princi- 
ple laid down in the exception under Kule I. When nouns 
meaning relationship end iu cither <] or (3, the plural is formed 
by adding ; as a grandfather, makes I » 

son, makes ZlCtllCV- 

3rd.— Feminines ending in tl^^form their plural by chang- 
ing the d^iuto as ^oraan, makes OS|Qq[i. 

JgJ is the final of tJje word ^an, always employed os «n afiix. 
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If they end in any other letter, only g| is added; as, a 
woman, makes eigi^l ; little girl, makes ^§^,1. 

4th. — The plural of nouns of the inferior class is formed in 
various ways: 1st, by adding Cfl to the singular; as, (iQ| a 
goat, makes (30ICfl; GQiS a cow, makes GQIG>Cf|: 2ndly, by 
changing the final into Cf i; as, QlQ fruit, makes QlCfl ; 
piece of flesh, makes Q(;fl : 3idly, by adding Q| to the singular ; 
as, ^<5 1 a bundle of straw, makes iQ | ; a necklace of beads, 
makes When this termination is affixed to some nouns 

of which Q or ^ are finals, it changes them respectively into 
^ and g ; as, ^IQ^a hare, makes 5l|| ; Cgig^a sore, makes G9 1^,1. 
If the final is a double consonant followed by a vowel, it drops 
the last letter with the vowel, and changes the remaining one 
according to the above rules; as QIQQ a tooth, makes 0(|^1. 

Excep,—Q^g^ a piece of wood, and some other nouns, drop 
the last syllabic and change the penultimate into ; as 
Or Cask. 

The whole number of Kui nouns is divided into two classes : 
those tliat end in ^^^or ^^are of tlic major or superior class ; 
and all those which terminate in any other letter, constitute 
what is called the minor or inferior class. 

The principal cases arc the nominative and the inflection. 
Every noun in its primitive state is of the nominative case. 
The inflection of nouns of the first class is formed from the 
nominative by changing the final into$^ ; as, ayoung 

man, makes in the inflection 

The inflection of tlie other class of nouns is tlic same as the 
jiomiuntivc. 

The inflection is that by adding to which the different post- 
positions, the various cases arc obtained : it is frequently used 
for the genitive without any postposition whatever ; as, 
the yo««y man's w\fe. 

The inflection of those plurals that end in Cfl and is 
formed by adding Q ; as, ■ young men, makes ; 

fig 1^1 women, makes Cigig.lP. 
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Those plurals that end in C^forra their inflection by chang- 
ing the into Q ; as, 1Q|<^ elder brother, makes 
To make the subject of the cases more plain we will here- 
under shew a noun of each of the two classes, declined with all 
tlie cases in both numbers. 

1st Dkclension. 
young man. 



Singular. 

Plural. 

Nom. and Voc. 


RIG^Gfl 

Acc. 

anil 

&c. as in 


sometimes Q. 

the singular. 

Inflcc. 



Dat. 

5§'> § 

&c. as 


or^isii 

in the singular. 

Ab. 

Clie?S'§IQ or OIQ 

or 



QIQ 

Poss. 

orPQ 

^;;iic^cnp or pp 

Loc. 

RIGi'G'Oi^jlOISilQor fi)IGi|>crieOI«)&c.n» 


RIpQI 

in the singular. 


2no Decle.vsion. 


glQI a child. 



Singular. 

Plural. 

Nom. and Voc. 

fllOl 

fllQICfi 

Acc. 


fliciiaiff &c. 

Inflec. 

flIOl 

flloiaw 


Dat. fllQlQ.§’ &c. &c. 

Ab. orQlp or Qip 

Poss. 9Q fllG)iai§or$Q 

Loc. fll9IO§&c. qlOI£fi§0§&c. 

The diflereut shades of meaning of the postpositions must be 
learnt by a course of reading, or by intercourse with the 
natives ; it would be a tedious task to attempt to give rules on 
the subject. 
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Adjeciives. 

Tire adjectives of the Kui language are few in number, they 
are not varied on account of gender, number or case.* 

Pronouns. 

The pronouns of this language arc declined like nouns. 

The primitive pronouns arc : — 

Singular. Plural. 

Ist person, we. 

2nd ditto, £^<^thou. ye or you. 

3rd ditto, Q^I'^Jie. Q^iqthey. 

Fern, and Ncut. she or it. they (fem.& ncut.) 

There is a set of particles which may be called the indeclina- 
ble demonstrative pronouns. They arc “tj, d, and <] that, and 
this. Any one of these prefixed to the suffix and its plural 
and to and ^ the feminine and neuter terminations, 
(singular and plural) give the pronouns of the third person ; as, 
tiSH^hc, they, (masc.) tjQ she or it, ti? they, (fern, 

and ncut.) The letter ^ sometimes intervenes between the 
demonstrative particles and the suffix or its plural form 
a<o\ ; as, they, (masc.) ^ 

The inflection of the pronouns of the third person masculine 
is formed by changing Sllgi into CI19 in the singular and 
intoT^JIQ in the plural number ; ns, 'tjCjlg;, Tjeil9, 

The pronoun of the thini person feminine and neuter forms 
its inflection by changing Q into in the singular, and 9 
into ^ in the plural, number ; as, CJ?, 214^ gi^. 

The inflection of the pronouns of the first and second per- 
sons respectively is 9i and q|, 9l and q1 

The possess! VC8 arc analogous to the inflected forms; as 9I 
my, qi our, 91 thy and q1 your, his, C|?)|Q their, 

(masc.) ; her or its, ig,l9 their, (fern, and ncut.) 

The dative of the pronouns of the 1st and 2iid persons is 

* The want of aiijectires in this langnagc is, for the most part, stippliod 
by the relative participles. 
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formed by adding ^9° to theinflection ; as, to me, qiQ® 
to us, to thee, to you. 

The pronouns of the third person form their dative by add- 
ing the proper postpositions to the inflection. 

There is another form of the pronouns, which may be called 
the absolute possessive. It is formed by adding to the 
inflection; as, ours ; yours. When this termina- 
tion is affixed to the inflection of the pronouns of the third 
person in the singular number, the ^ of the inflection is drop- 
ped j but in the plural, only the nasal of the termination is 
elided ; as, <]^ IGQ his; ^lor^s ; but <3?IC1Q their's (mas.) 

their’s (fern, and ncut.) 

Tliere is a dual pronoun in the Kui language which means 
both the person addressed, and the person addressing, and 
which from want of a corresponding English term we may 
translate we. It is declined as follows : 

Nom. 

Inflect. 

Dat. and Acc. dlfllG9' 

The other forms arc common to aP 
Vkrhh. 

V'erbs are simple roots which generally consist of two or 
three letters, but which arc never used without the adriitiori 
of some inflections. They are conjugated in various ways. 

The verbs arc cither active or neuter ; they have two num- 
bers and three persons. 

There are three moods; the indicative, the infinitive, and 
the imperative. 

The indicative ha.s two tensc.s, the norist, and the past. 

The aorist represents both the present and future actions ; 
as, QiQQ I beat or will beat. 

The past tense represents any past action indefinitely ; as, 

I did beat. 

• This form is used in both a dative and an aectisative signifieation in 
the Goonisurc and Ihnul dialect. In the Chinna Krmcdy dialect there in 
a stmaratc form for each of tliefie. 

The po»t|xwition« of the dative signification may also ho added to tho 
inflections ; as.fl *he wept for us,Q5) l€] !9 IC^ I went for you. 

iThe accusative of the neuter pronoun of the thirti person is sometimes 
<]Q in the singular, and <}9 ! in the plural neuter. 
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Participles. 

The participles are of two distinct kinds ; the one deno- 
minated verbal, and the other relative. 

The vcrl)al participles arc two, the present, and the past ; 
tliey arc used in compound tenses. 

The relative participles are two, the aoristic, and the past. 
Tlicy admit of no personal terminations, they can precede no 
verb, and arc termed relative participles, the power of the Eng- 
lish relative pronouns who, tvhich, or that, being inherent in 
them : they therefore always refer to some noun or pronoun 
with which they agree as adjectives ; thus, the man that eats, 
the hare that runs, would be expressed in the Kiii language by 
relative participles; viz. 

There is a part of the verb which, for want of a more <appro- 
priate term to express it in English, we will denominate the 
supine ; its use is very rare in the language. 

There are no verbal nouns ; the inlinitivc is sometimes used 
as a verbal noun, it cannot be declined with any other postpo- 
sition tlupi or ; as, for coming, 

forgoing. ... . . ^ 

The verbs arc divided into five conjugations. 

The principal parts of a verb arc the root, and the present 
and past verbal participles ; to one of these (as the particular 
conjugation may rccpiirc) the personal terminations are allixed, 
as may be seen in tlic c:;empli(ication of vcrl)s. 

The first conjugation forms its present participle by adding 
Q and the past by adding CH to the root ; as, from C( iQ, the 
root meaning to beat, are formed Qiq beating, andQiQi having 
beaten. 

The aoristic and the past relative participles in this con- 
jugation arc formed by adding Q and Q respectively to the 
present verbal participle; ns, Q;^>!9^the man that beats 

or will beat, QIQw the man that did beat. The personal 

terminations are in this ctmjugation afiixed to the present verbal 
participle; ns, I beat or will beat, p §^9 I did beat. 

The second conjugation forms its present and past verbal 
participles by adding p and ^ respectively to the root ; as, 
from CflSi the root meaning to see, arc forinetl C91 bS seeing, 
^§1* having seen. 

• In the roofs of the seeoiul conjugation, when the 8uct‘oe<ling affix 
bemns with a vowel, the 8 is changed into and the vowel iiuwporating 
with i( bctx)mes one syllable. 
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The personal terminations are in this conjugation affixed to 
the root ; as, I see or will see, CflgCQ I saw. 

The aoristic and relative participles are formed by add- 
ing and Q respectively to the root; as, the man 

that sees or will see; G918Q man that did see. 

The third conjugation forms its present and past verbal par- 
ticiples by adding d and Q 1 respectively to the root ; as, from 

C^i, the root meaning to cut, arc formed GQiS cutting, 
having cut. 

Tlic aoristic and past relative participles arc formed by add- 
ing ^ and Q respectively to the root; as, QQ\^ the man 

that cuts or will cut, QQ\Q, the man that did cut. 

The personal terminations are in tliis conjugation affixed to 
the root ; as, C91Q* I cut or will cut, G^IGQ I did cut. 

The fourth coujugation forms its present and past verbal 
participles by adding Q and Q| respectively to the root; as, 
from 21), the root meaning to become, arc formed becoming, 
and 2)1^1 having become. 

The aoristic and past relative participles of the fourth conju- 
gation arc formed by adding and Q respectively to the root ; 

as, 21i'p the man that becomes or will become, 2))Q 1% 

the man that became. • 

The personal terminations arc in this conjugation affixed to 

the root ; as 2j)Q* I become or will become, 2IIC0 1 became. 

The fifth coujugation forms its present and past verbal j)ar- 
ticiplcs by adding and 211 respectively to the root ; us, from 
Q, the root meaning to do, are formed QCi doing, and 
having done. ^ 

The aoristic and relative participle.s arc in this conjugation 

formed by adding P anti Q respectively to the root ; as, 

1^ the man that docs or will do; flic man 

tliat did. 

The infinitive is formed by adding to the roots, 25 in the 
first, a I in the second and third, and in the fourth, and g| 
or 9i in the fifth conjugation; as, Q. 611 to beat; C?18 01 to 
see ; C5?iC(i to eat; 25^1 to become ; Qg| or 6!?)| to do. 

• All verba which end in Q and form their paat verbal participle by the 
addition of tho vowel 21 undergo this ehargo, via., the Q of the root is 
dropped and substituted as in the above example. 
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We will here present to the reader the affirmative and nega- 
tive auxiliaries conjugated. 

Afii'inaitve Auxiliary. 

Phincipal Parts. 

Root q iq to be. 

Present verbal participle q 1^, q being. 

Past verbal participle qi^l having been. 

Indicative Mood. 

Aorist Tense. 



Sinytilar. 

Plural. 

I. Person. 

eflqqiQ 


2. 



8. Mas. 


■daqfliGqcv. 

Fein, k Ncut. 




Past Ihise. 


1. 


] <*- 

2. 


3. Mas. 


<ciiqqicgq 

Fern. & Ncut. 

<€lfllG9 



I.mperative Mood. 

O 




Infinitive Moon. 

Aoristic relative participle qi<^ 

Past relative participle q|q 

There arc some verbs such as, 1 to know, to hear, 

which are conjugated like the above, and which may therefore 
bo said to bo irregular, as they cannot be classed under any 
conjugation. 

The fiegatice auxiliary, qQ not to be, has neither the principal 
parts nor the inhnitive. It has not been found in the impera- 
tive mood. 
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Indicative Mood. 
Aorist Tense. 



Siiij/ular. 

Plural. 

1. Person. 

wjeog. 

a9i3oaif]_ 

0 


£jq§GO«\ 

3. Mas. 


oeiqSfoq 

Fern. & Ncut. 

Past Tense. 


1. Person. 

£|l4f|0iaiS0 

Ej9^aoiaio«L 

2. 


£)!\ SoiaGoq 

3. 

<as 90IJIG0S 


Fern. & Ncut. 

<Wiaso 



Aoristic relative participle 
Past relative participle 9QICIIO 


A scheme of the personal terminations is given below to 
assist the memory of the reader. 

Affikmativb Form. 

Aorist Tense. 



Singular. 

Plural. 

1. Person. 

Q* 

ffitt 

2. • 

Q 

GQq 

3. Mas. 


G9C^ 

Fern. & Neut. 

G» 

Past Tense. 


1. 

CO 

oia. 

2. 

6 

foq 

3. Mas. 

€01^ 

COCl 

Fcm. & Neut. 

CO " 



Imperative. 


2. 


<(l S;. 


In the negative form of the verb the personal terminations 
arc affixed to the root in all the conjugations. 

• Ahhoagh I have called this tente of the negative auxiliary the Aoriet, 
, yet it properly refera to the present time, and I have not yet met witita 
single instance, in which it U used with a future signification. 
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Neoativ’h, Form. 
Aorist Tense. 


Singular. 

Plural. 

1. Person. 


2. aaiQ 

<0, 

3. Mas. 


Fern. & Ncut. <] 


Past Tense. 

1 . Person. nnQQ 

m\o\9i 

2 . nno 

eflcilGOq 

3. ]Mas. nnQQi% 

aeiiCOQi 

Fern. & Ncut, OTCQ 

miQ 

Imperative, 

2. Person. SllSIj 

miQ 


The iic<^ativc participles arc formed by inserting CljCH between 
tlie root and the alfi.v ^ or Q ; as, the man that 

(lid not ])cat. 

A verb of eacli conjugation is licre selected and conjugated 
through all its moods and tenses. 

Pauadkjm qf the First Conjugation. 

Koot QIQ to beat. 

Affirmative Form. 

I Nine ATI VE Moon. 

Aorist Tense. 



Sififfular. 

Plural. 

1. Person. 



2. 

£^?;ai5Q 


3. Mas. 


<niGv aiQG^nCv 

Fern. & Ncut. 

<©ai§C9 

<? ai§^^ 


Past Tense. 


1. 



2. 

^>^5.0105 


3. Mas. 



Fem. & Ncut. 

<3© qiSgo 
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Imperative Mood. 

2. Person.. ciiq|q_ QlQiq* 

Infinitive 0||€tl 
Present verbal participle p|£i 
Past verbal participle QIQI 
Aoristic relative participle 0||§^ 
Past relative pjirticiplc p|5io 
Supine 

Negative FoRM.f 
Aorist Tense. 



Siiii/iilar. 

Plural. 

1. Person. 



2. 


£lQi cficsiq 

3. Mas. 

<iqa^aiGsi^ 


Pcm. & Nciit. 

<ic<aiG«i 



I’aat Tense. 


1. Person 

eiifl^aisiiaiGO 


0 


di^incoq 

3. ^las. 

a!siiacoa_ 


Fern. & Neut. 

<IG< aisiiKico 

<]? CI!Qi?3iq 


Impeiiativc Mood. 


0 

aieiiEt 

aiQiaiq 


Aoristic relative participle 
Past relative participle P QICIQ 


Paradigm of the Second Conjugation. 
Hoot to see. 


* C! interroaes In'twocn flic root and the imperative terminations only 
in the first conjuf^atioa. 

+ In the negative form the infinitive moot!, the verbal particijdcs *nd 
(he supines are not used. 



16 


An Introduction to the Kondh Grammar, 


Affirmative Form. 
Indicative Mood. 



Aorist Tense. 



Singular, 

Plural. 

1. Person. 



2. 


GflfGQq 

3. Mas. 

<2II^^C98C9'(S 

<aqG{ifeflq 

Fern. & Ncut. 

<30 cqec^? 

<? GflS'ii. 


Past Tense. 


1. Person. 

2ll9^G93CQ 

siq_G«so!% 

2. 

£^«G98€) 

e?l?GC>Q. 

3. ]\Ias. 

<3aiS G9SGQ'^ 

<]aGV GfltGO'G^ 

Fern. & Ncut. 

<Q G9fGQ 

<3$ 


I.Mi’ER.vTiVE Mood. 


2 




Infinitive 


Present verbal participle C9I‘C( 
Past verbal participle 
AoristicVclativc participle 
J*ast relative participle CflSQ 
Supine C9t?€t!g 


1. Person, 
o 

3. Mas. 

Fern. & Ncut, 


1 . 

2 . 

3. Mas. 


Neiutive Form, 
Aorht Tense. 
SitKjnlar. 

<]Q G9IC9 

Past Tense, 

no 

<j2rs 

<3QCfl$'2ICO 


Pturaf. 

<3? 

£1;^ C90i2lbOC^ 
<321^;^ G9912*COq 
<3?C99i2iq 


Fern. & Nent. 
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Aoristic relative participle 
Past relative participle 


Paradigm op the Third Conjugation. 
Poot to cut. 

Affirmative Form, 

Indicative Mood. 

Ao7'ist Tense. 



Singular. 

Plural. 

1. Person. 



2. 



3. Mas. 


<3^11;^ Q^\Q9Qk. 

Fern. & Neut. 

Past Tense. 

<]? 

1. Person 

mjQQlQO 

SI^CQIOIH. 

2. 


£10, QQ\QOO 

3. :^Ias. 

<CII!|CQICOS^ 

<]e:iiq CQiCO^ 

Fein. & Neut. 

<]Q^iCQ 

I.MPERATIVE ModU. 

<3?C9iq» 

0 


GQISL 


LvFiNiTivK Mood GQICII 
Frcseut verbal participle CQiU 
Fast verbal participle CQI9I 
Aoristic relative participle CQlP 
Fast relative participle GQIO 
Supine CQiCllg 

Negative Form. 

Aorist Tense, 


Singular. Plural. 

1. Person. 

2 . 

3. Mas. <]2l^€Qf<IS 

Fern. &Neut. <Q 69I<1 €9iq 
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Past Tense. 

1. Person. 

2 . £lQ^QQ\nnQQQi 

3. Mas. <]cicv©Qieiie«CQQ, 

Fern. & Neut. ^innQQ <J? C^IOiSliq 

Imperative Mood. 

2. ^Q\m CQicnaq 

Aoristic relative participle C^ieliCIi© 

Past relative participle CQIH^3I© 

I*auai)I(;m of the Fourth Conjugation. 

Hoot 211 to become. 

Affirmative Form. 

Indicative Mood. 

Anrist Tense. 

Singular. Plural. 

1. i’ersoii. 

2 . 

3. Ma^. <a‘q2i;e9Q^ 

Feni. .V Neut. <3Q dlCg?* <3$ 

Past Tense. 

1. aiff^ciico 

2 . £lQi 

3. Mas. m'&.nQQ'S^ 

Fern. 6i Neut. aCO <3? 

Imperative Mood. 

2. n9i^ 

Infinitive Mood 21^1 
Present verbal participle 2|Q 
Past verbal participle 2191 
Aoristic relative participle 21© 

Past relative participle 21© 

Supine 2t9>l^ 
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Negative Form. 
Aorist Tense. 



Singular, 

Plural. 

1. Person. 


cd^ejQiafl^ 

2. 



3. Mas. 


<aiqa<K\ 

Fern. & Neut. 

Past Tense. 

<9 

]. 

cii9i'^n2iicico 

a^aaaoiq^ 



aaaeoq 

3. Mas. 


<]aq aaacoq 

Fem. & Neut. 

<]Q nnmo^ 

Imperative Mood, 

<? aaa(j 

2. 

nna 

aaaci 


Aoristic relative participle 
Past relative participle dCllCfiO 


PARADroM or THE FiFTII CONJUGATION. 
^ • 

Root Q to tio. 

Affirmative Form, 

Indicative Mood. 

Aorist Tense, 



Singular. 

Plural. 

1. Person. 

aw 

aq,5»ig_ 

2. 



3. Mas. 

<asae9» 

<ac^5eflq 

Fern. & Neut. 

<!9 

Patl feme. 


J. 

aff^§€0 

a^Soiq. 

2. 

£^^sio 


3. Mas. 

<]ai|Seo^ 

<a«veieoc^ 

Fem. & Neut. 

<a§eo 

<?5(5: 
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Imperative Mood. 

s%, 

Infinitive Mood OTI or §0|| 
Present verbal participle QQ* 

Past verbal participle €1m I 
Aoriatic relative participle 
Past relative participle €1© 

Supine 

Negative Form. 

Aorisl Tense. 



Singular. 

Plural. 

1. Person. 


m Saisiifl 

2. 


«i<q 

3. Mas. 

.f- 

S<]q 

Fern. & Neut. 


<? Sq> 


Pa$t Tense. 


1. Person. 


aq_5eiao9^ 

2. 



3. Mas. 


<a;^ Saapos\ 

Feni. & Neut. 

<€1 Satceo 

ciaa^ 


Imferative Mood. 



aetoi 

oaaq 


Aoristic relative participle StICI© 
Past relative participle SoiCj© 


It now remains to notice here that the personal terminations 
are sometimes found affixed to the past verbal participle of 
this conjugation ; as, I do or will do. 

* The present participle of this conjugation is sometnnes formed by 

r'r-. 

adding ^ to the root ; os, 9|Q doing. 
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PART IL 


The pronouns are not usually prefixed to verbs, unless the 
expression be somewhat emphatic; as, ^ 

is the usual way of expressing one's self ; but the form 
is emphatic. 

The dative case has generally the same force as the preposi- 
tions to and/or in English ; thus, or I went 

for it. 

The dative postposition Q, used with the positive degree of 
an adjective, gives the adjective the force of the comparative 
degree ; as, this man is better than that 

person ; literally to that person this man is better, 

When we speak of motion towards, aiiy place, the name of 
the place must be in the dative; he went to the 

forest ; ICOI he came to the village. 

It is to be observed, however, that, if the object towards 
which motion is directed, be of such a nature as not to admit 
of entrance, the word ^ 19 (near) must be inserted between the 
noun and the postposition as, he went to 

the trce;'9IQ^i<^MQ^!CQ^hc came to me. When any end, pur- 
pose, or intention is to be expressed, we may place the noun 
or the infinitive of any verb (for the infinitive is always eejui- 
valent to a noun) denoting it in the dative case; as, qiC©* 
tfiaiOigj C€1g^lCO^hc came running m order to apprehend 
us; CO’5 got up early in the 

morning /or tAe purpose of going to a village. 

The local ablative, formed by the postposition Ql or QljQQI, 
mrrespouds with our prepositions in, on, upon, among, kc. It 
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points out the place where any thing is done ; 


as,Q|Q£riq910l 


the tigers are in the forest. the sign of what we may 
call the social ablative, is equivalent to the English preposition 
tvith; as, I came with my father. 

OI€b ^ postposition meaning q/) seems to be a composition 
of Q| and ; it is used in cases such as the following; as, 
of the upper one, qiCQQI^l of the middle one, 

QIQ of the last one. 

The words and above, C^i'CQ beloiv, 9j|CQ in the 
middle, and some others, require the preceding noun to be 
inflected; as, it is above that. 

The adjective is generally placed before the noun ; as, 
a good man ; Cliai a good woman. 

Many substantives arc converted into adjectives, by aflixing 
the particle or Cll? ; thus, Ql^| strength, and qi^| prcfix- 

>'■ i i 

cdto the masculine alTix Cfi'g makes Q|^| a strong man. 

gi;g,| beauty, and dl^l prefixed to the feminine termination 
CliQ makes giJ5,! Q a beautiful woman. 

In the Kui language, the degrees of comparison are formed, 
not by any change in the adjective itself, but by the use of 
certain postpositions; as, there is no- 

thing better than this. 

The superlative degree is generally formed by prefixing the 
word much to the adjective; as, 

€1 -Jllg^hcisa very strong man. To express the 
est, the greatest, kc. the phrase QCQOlQQiQ than alt is used ; 
as, €jC>^lQ!Q9'Q he is the strongest of all 

men. 

Nothing willbe more useful to the reader than to be able 
to form compound from simple tenses and to know their uses. 

The aorist and the past are the only tenses mentioned in 
the conjugation of the verbs. The compound tenses were 
reserved for consideration in this place. 
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Tenses, corresponding with the imperfect and pluperfect in 
English, are formed by prefixing the present and past verbal 
participles of any verb to the past tense of the affirmative and 
negative aiixilaries ; thus, — 

Imperfect Tense. 

Singular. 

1. I was doing. 

2. Thou wast doing. 

3. <]ai^S^C91 He was doing. 

<lQSffC9 Slic or it was doing. 

Plural. 

1. We were doing. 

2. Vou were doing. 

3. They were doing. 

'fhey (foni. & ncut.) were doing 

Pl.rrERFECT Tk.vse. 

Singular. 

1. I had done. 

2. Thou hadst done. 

3. Cl dCg'S ^^onc. 

<jQ QmIC 9 3hc or it had done. 

Plural. 

1. SW€lMi9;9 \Vc had done. 

r~ U ^ 

2. QM!C9q Vou had done. 

3. <SK\ €1hIC 9^ They had done. 

of They (fern. & neut.) had done. 

Tlie initial letter of the oflinnatiro auxiliar}' in the paat tense i« drop- 
ped in the compound tcn»c«. 
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By adding the present tense of the auxiliaries to the present 
participle of a verb, what may be called the progressive present 
tense is formed ; as, I am doing. 

In like manner, by adding the same tenses of the auxiliaries 
to the past participle of a verb, the perfect tense is formed ; as, 
I have done. 

The potential mood is formed by affixing the aorist and past 
tenses of the verb (conj. 3d.) to be able, to the infinitive. 
Aorist. Past Tense. 

Singular. 

1- 1 can. I could. 

2. Thou canst. couldst. 

3. He can. They could. 

She or it can. They could. 

Plural. 

H We can. Wc could. 

2. Toil can. Ton could. 

3. <iaCvqC?i'CV They can. They could. 

<I^q^9^Thcy (fern. & ncut.) can. They could. 

From this arc formed 19JP I can do; 

could do; iq<]^?^I cannot do ; Ciqji^ iqtiiq^wc cannot do. 

The continnative mood, or one that c.xprcsscs any action tliat 
is continued, is formed by adding the verbal participles to the 
tenses of the verb ^ (conj. 2d.) to continue; as 
I continue or will continue doing; WjiET'JJCO I continued 
doing; I had continued doing. 

Condition or contingency is expressed in the Kui language, 
by adding Q\ to the first person singular of the past tense of 
any verb. It is not varied on account of number, person, or 
tense; as, or <]?SqQS? 

If I, thou, he, she or it, we, ye, of they (m. f. n.) do or did. 

The precative mood is formed, by adding the following aflSxes 
to the infinitive of any verb. 
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Singular. 

Plural. 

1. 


2. Ql«? 

»'S- 

8. 


(Fem. &Neut.) Q|Q 

91 ? 


Thus 2||^5)|Q‘ pray, let me do ; corresponding with the 
Latin, utinam faciam. 

The following affixes added to the root of any verb, express 
an intention of doing what the root signifies, 

Aorist. Past Tknsk. 


Singular. Plural. 

Singular. 

Plural. 

1. 9IQ 

9191%, 

Qieo 


2. 9 IQ 

9ieQq 

^10 

Q'lcoq 

3. 9199®^ 

9IG99^ 


QlQOQi 

(F.&N.) 9ie9^'' 

919 




Thus I '^ent there with the intention of do- 

ing (it). Of this there is no negative form. 

Tlic root Q* corresponding with the Latin mile, is used with 
the infinitive of any verb to express the unwillingness of tho 
actor, to do wliat the principal verb {ygnifics ; ns, 
fel-PPCQ f did not wish to do it so. 

The present and past verbal participles cannot be used by 
tlicmsclves ; the latter, however, in conjunction with the par- 
ticles 9 IQ, 9ICfl or ^J'lQ^, arc used to express several minor 
actions, performed simultaneously with the main action of a 
sentence; thus, IQ, <]a QS I 

^j'lQ iCQ having gone there, seen him, and taken my 

meals, I returned again to my village ; here, ffoinff, seeing and 
taking meals, arc minor actions to the main action of returning 
again. 

By adding dSlQlfiflt to the root of any verb, the negative 

• Tliis root forma its principal parts according to the rules laid down 
for the formation of verbs of the first conjugation ; but tho personal termi* 
nations are alBxcd to tho root. 

t In the Goomsur and Bead dialect instead of ^KtQfOtl 

is used ; as, without haring done. 
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of the above form is obtained; ps, <]q,|$||^l2|('«»ICf 1 <|S||$;^ 
CJ'w'ICfl <l€i £l^§o without having gone there and 

seen him, how canst thou say it ? 

Relative pronouns are rendered unnecessary in the Kui lan- 
guage, by certain participles of the verb, which have the rela- 
tive pronoun inherent in them, and wliieh, like adjectives, must 
always be followed by some noun. 

The peculiarity of these 'participles consists in the relative 
form inherent in them invariably referring to the noun which 
immediately follows them, and which is also the agent to the 
action denoted by them; thus, the person that 

comes or will come; the person that came; 9QI 

the country that is not or will not be seen; 
which I dwell or will dwell. 

If the relative participle of an active verb comes between 
two nouns and the first be the nominative case, it is the agent 
to the action denoted by the participle; and the noun following, 
in whatever case it may be, is the object affected by that 
action; thus,<]2Di|| q 1^,19 I^QlO, the tiger that he has killed; 

the man that you have seen ; 19 

tlio man tliat ho has called. But if the first noun be in the 
accusative case, it is the object affected by the action, which 
the active participle denotes, and the following noun, in what- 
ever case it may be, is agent thereto; <]®Q1|,I9I^Q|Q, the 
tiger that has eaten liim ; the man that has 

seen him; the man that has called him. 

If, independently of the agent and ol)ject, the relative inherent 
in an active participle refers to the instrument, pLacc or other 
subordinate correlative to the action which it denotes, the 
agent is placed first in the nominative, then the object in the 
accusative, next the relative participle, and finally the instru- 
ment, place, or other correlative, to which it refers ; thus, 
QCO 0** the sword with which, or the 
place in which I killed the tiger; SglSoilfi, the man to 
whom you gave the cloth. In these examples / and you are 
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the agents, and therefore in the nominative case, the tiffer and 
the cloth are the objects, and therefore in the aecusative, and 
the sword, the place and the man are subordinate correlatives 
referred to, and therefore placed immediately after the par- 
ticiple. 

If the relative participle of a neuter verb stands between 
two nouns, the first must always be in the nominative case, 
because neuter verbs cannot govern the accusative, and it is 
always the agent to the action denoted by the participle, the 
noun following being merely the subordinate correlative there- 
to; thus, S?! the house in which I am dwelling ; 

the road in which you arc walking; <]C}||g; 
the place in which he is sitting; 
the house in which you had slept. 

The foregoing and following examples will best explain the 
manner in which these participles supply, in construction, the 
cases of the relative pronouns, and the mode in which they 
must be translated in English by corresponding prepositions. 
Nom. 1^910, The tiger which has killed him. 

'l"hc man who has seen you. 

Gen. The tree of which there arc no flowers. 

The house of which the wall is in- 
clined. 

Dat. The house to which he is come. 

Acc. <1^111 0(!^l 511^910, The tiger which he has killed. 

90l51i^il^, The man whom you have seen. 

Ab. The knife with which I have 

cut down the tree. 

53!5^GOI^!^ house in which I had slept. 

The relative participle, by affixing has often the samo 
signification as a noun; as, the act of giving is 

good. 

Nouns denoting an agent may be formed from every verb, by 
‘ adding to the relative participles, either affirmative or negative, 
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the affix Qil for the masculine, and CICl. for feminine and 
neuter, in the singular ; for masculine, and for femi- 
nine and neuter in the plural; thus, C9<ii»l^the man that 
beats or will beat; the woman or thing that beats or 

will beat; C(l5*J?l^tho man that kills or will kill; the 

woman or thing that kills or will kill; p 1^1 the man 
that does not or will not kill; the woman or thing 

that does not or will not kill. 

In the Kui language, the word agreeing with the verb is 
always in the nominative case and has generally the first place 
in the sentence, then follows the word denoting the object 
governed by the verb, next any intermediate explanatory 
clause; and the verb itself closes the period ; thus, 

I told him to do that thing ; literally, I, him, 
that thing, do tliou, saying, told. 

When the English verb to he, in any of its variations, 
comes between a pronoun, an adverb, or a noun, the sense may 
well be expressed in the Kui language, by placing the adjec- 
tive after the pronoun and adding to it the following affixes. 


Singular. 

Plural. 

1. Person. 


2. no 

encv 

3. a* 

enq 

Fern, and Neut. 

m 

makes 



Examples. 

am good, aq_G9^iq^we arc good, 
thou art good, you arc good, <Cli5^C9€1ll|^he is 

good, they arc good, <0 she or it is good ; 

(fern, and neut.) they are good. 

C||^jG9€t!^we (Ist and 2nd persons) are good. 

But if a noun ending in CDj^^follows the pronoun, it changes 
the Ct^iiito CQ^for the first, and ^ for the second person 
in the singular number. It is not yet known what particular 
terminations it affixes in the plural ; the common form seems 
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to be Ql^l^for the first for the second and third 

persons ; as, ^ Kondh, thou art 

a Kondh, <lSj|^J^<3l^he is a Kondh. 

Kondhs, you are Kondhs, <3S||q%Q 

they are Kondhs. 

One verb governs another in the infinitive ; but the infini- 
nitive must be in conjunction with the postpositions 01© ©©o ; 
as, ^IOl©*eiG9 I went to see; (3 orO|©o ^^ICQC^ 

they came to take it away. 

One verb governs another in the present verbal participle ; 
as, ^Q^1GQC\ they came to sec; they came to 

take their meals ; literally, to drink rice gruel. 

When a speaker relates what anotlier has said, he docs not, 
as in English, use the infinitive mood, but repeats the words 
of the original speaker adding (the present verbal partici- 
ple of the verb Q© to say) ; tlius, he told me to go, would be 
rendered in the Kui language literally, go 

thou, saying, be said. Thus also in the sentence 313^ 

told (me) to kill the snake: literally, snake 
beat thou, saying, he said. is used, in like manner, when 
we address to a second person an order to be delivered to a 
third ; thus, tell him to send, would be rendered d 
literally, send thou, saying, say. Tlic present verbal participle 
is sometimes doubled ; as, ©Qg ^ he caiuc running, 
literally, running and running. 

There is no passive voice in the Kui language ; it is, how- 
ever, sometimes supplied by using the infinitive of any verb 
in conjunction with the verb to become; as, it 

is done ;♦ but the use of this form i.s very rare. 

Such words as QCQ now, <C3©) when, to-day, Q<]§ 

* To active roots sometimes the letter 01 is added and then the per- 
sonal terminations in the atfirmative form are joined ; as, Isay 

or will say ; ICO I said. We are not enabled to say what differ- 
ence there is between this and the common form. 
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yesterday, ?<3 to-morrow, which 'we call adverbs in the English 
language, are declined with some or all the cases of nouns. 

There seem to be but two conjunctions ; <]Cf | and, GQ 

The interjection of the most common occurrence is SIIQCStI 
or alas ' ^ 

The particle (let us do) is added to the end of the 
concluding verb of a sentence in order to give it an interroga- 
tive turn ; as, Sq wilt thou do (it) ? 

The particle is used to express emphasis ; its most com- 
mon use is with adverbs ; as, <]fl he was in the 

very same place. 

Q^\QQ mcm% why ? and is of very extensive use in the 
language; as, Q?i)l€)Q^ICO^why did he come ? 

The particle <]g prefixed to cilg^for masculine, and for 
feminine and neuter in the singular, and for masculine, 
for feminine and neuter in the plural number, gives the 
interrogative pronouns; as, <]g!^ who? (mas. sing.) 
who, or which? (fern, and ncut. sing.) <]g|Q, who? (mas. plu.) 
who, or wdiicli ? (fern, and ncut. pin.) 

As I can give no full account of the numerals, I content 
myself for the present with mentioning that from two they are 
borrowed from the Oriya language. means one and Q means 
two.f 

meaning what ? is also .an interrogative pronoun ; some- 
times the pronominal affix CiQ is added to it ; as, 
or ""hat is in thy hand ? 

meaning who, is a masculine singular interrogative 
pronoun ; it is not declinable. 

01^ meaning self, and its plural ©iq, are reciprocal pro- 
nouns ; they arc very useful in this language. Ql^ makes 
Cd9l Aud makes Q|Q in the inflection. When inflected 
C I sometimes becomes ©j. 

t In the Ohiuim Kincry and Sooradah dialect there are pure Eoudh 
numerals as far as ten. 
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The particle added <fo the relative participles, metias 
while, when, at the time of; as, while or when 

I was going there ; I there. 

Such forms as Soi^ supposing such a thing is done, 

supposing I gave it, serve to mark the consequence j 
as, <3C<gg« Sqi^ in consequence of their 

having done so, I went there. ClI?J§Q|^ <211^ (ICO^in con- 
sequence of my having given it to him, he took it away. 

The particle Cfi* added to an infinitive, also marks conse- 
quence; as, <]C9§* in consequence of 

their having done so, I went there. 

I have not met with disused in conjunction with a verb, 
and therefore I can give no rule as to what is the personal ter- 
mination of the different tenses of a verb, when this pronoun is 
the agent. 

In conclusion it may not be amiss to notice some of the 
peculiarities which exist in the Chinna Kimcry dialect. The 
letter Q of the Boad and Goomsur diafect is universally chang- 
ed to ; 9 is sometimes changed to Q. In some places the per- 
sonal terminations of verbs, Q and are sometimes changed 
to and thee, me, you, and qi9l us, arc com- 

monly used instead of the corresponding Boad and Goomsur 
accusatives 9 1C©* 9lC©« 91IC©« and 9f]gS* 



